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Blended learning

o “Blended learningis the
thoughtful fusion of face-
to-face and online

learning experiences.”
(Garrison & Vaughan, 2008)

o “ltis the fusion of formal
and informal; as well as
synchronous and
asynchronous elements

in the curriculum.™
(Dr. Allan Yuen, HKU)




Elements of blended learning

Individual learning

Self-directed learning ﬂ ‘ ‘ Teacher-led insfruction

Blended Computer-mediated
learning Instruction

Small group learning

4L
Collaborative learning Eﬁg{\ Prinfed instruction
N7

Students become more actively

involved in and responsible for
Web-based/ their learning through the

Non-web-based assessment learning process.
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Adopting the blended learning approach to
promoting RaC and STEM education
in an English classroom
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P3 RaC project

Promote Reading across the Curriculum (RaC) to help students connect

their learning experience
Subjects involved : English & General Studies

Content:

English GE programme: Reading Workshops:
Readers: “Killer Plants” &

“Seed to Plant”

General Studies:

Read procedural texts Learn some facts about

Learn about different parts of
special plants

plants and their functions

Task : Do an experiment to find out if plants drink

Duration of the project : 3 weeks
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Four key elements of student-centred blended learning

Teacher-led instruction
“ Synchronous ‘ Face-to-face sessions,

interactive
ﬂ

Web-based/Non-

. . . web-based assessment
Printed instruction Student-centred Feedback. reflection.

Traditional study materials blended |eaming outcomes

D

Computer-mediated instruction
Digital, visual, e-learning

nn

Reference: https://edtechreview.in/trends-insights/trends/562-different-forms-of-blended-learning-in-classroom

Asynchronous “



https://edtechreview.in/trends-insights/trends/562-different-forms-of-blended-learning-in-classroom

The learning and teaching journey
In a blended classroom
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75 Lesson planning

Step 1a : Reading
Students with different abilities read different readers.

Book A:

_ Book B:
Killer Plants
Written by Kerrie Seed to Plant
Written by Kristin Baird
Rattini

Shanahan




Step 1b : Self-directed learning

Students learned about different

parits of a plant using online
resources.

I YouTube ™ |85

HOW TO DRAW DIFFERENT PARTS OF A PLANT DIAGRAM

1. List a few things you have learned about cannibal flowers 20

Computer-mediated instruction

2. Do you remember the different parts Digitall Visual) e-learnln

Studies book? @
i) Watch the video: https:/fwww.youtbe com/watch?v=yKcADvWLDk
(i)  Draw a plant to show the different p?hs of a plant.

O 0O

Q 0]

7 Allowed students to work at their own
pace and time to learn General Studies
content in English



Step 2: Students shared their learning through self-directed
learning on Mentimeter.

*Encouraged active responses
from students using an e-tool




< Provided opportunities for students to share their
learning after they had read different readers

Step 3:

Students did a presentation to summarise what they had
learned after reading the book ‘Killer Plants’.




Step 4:

Students watched a video from ‘Brainpop’ to learn about the
functions of the different paris of a plant.

* Made use of motivating
e-resources to teach
the content of General
Studies in English




Step 4.

Students responded to some
MC questions after watching
the cartoon and it allowed
teachers to assess students’
understanding of the topic.

¥ Administered formative
assessment for checking
students’ understanding
of the newly learned GS
concepts




Step 5: %

Students did a matching game on “Power Lesson” to show their
understanding of the functions of differenf rt of a i.

T
. T oe B

||||||||

Teacher-led Instruction
Face-to-face sessions,
interactive

<< Administered formative assessment using an e-tool
to get instant data of students’ learning




Step é: *

Students waiched a video pre-recorded by teachers to familiarise
themselves with the experiment they had to do in class.

S

* Engaged students to get
prepared for the experiment
at their own pace and time




27

Step 7: Teacher assessed students’ understanding of the experiment by

asking them to do a rearranging exercise in groups.

3. Plants eat like the cannibal flowers. Do flowers drink?

Let’s do an experiment to find out. Cut out pictures from p,{, ) to show the steps of the experiment.

Things you need:
- One carnation

- A pair of scissors

[ ' tion
Printed instruc |
Traditional study materials

- Some food dye
- Aglass of water

- Aspoon

Take a white carnation. Pour some water into a glass. | Trim the end of the flower
Remove any leaves, then leave | Add two teaspoons of food stem. Then put the flower in
it out of water for an hour. dye and mix it in. the dyed water.

Leave the flower for a day.
Observe the colour of the
flower.

Conducted collaborative learning activity in class to foster
assessment for learning
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Step 8:

Students worked in groups in class to do '
: : an experime
find out if plants drink water. - i

Teacher-led instruction
Face-to-face sessions,
interactive




Step 8:

Students worked in groups in class to do an experiment to
find out if plants drink water.

* Provided opportunities for students to work collaboratively in a
science activity to nurture their collaboration and communication skills

29



Step 9: 4@7

(i) Students viewed the photos teachers posted online.

Computer-mediated instruction
Digital, visual, e-learning




Step 9: 4@7

(ii) Students recorded the changes in the colour of the petals
during the week.
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Step 9:

(iii) Students thought about
how the length of the
stem affected the plant's
water intake.

(iv) Students wrote the
experiment report to
summarise the findings.

Allowed students to work at
their own pace and time to
sum up their learning and
develop their critical thinking
skills

If two flowers are used in the experiment, which petals start to change first? Flower A or Flower B

Flower A 1

4. Complete the report using the following words.

Flower

|

petals longer shorter
dyed water white stem

Experiment report:

The tflower changes from _ white to red

because there are narrow

tubes inside the stem and they draw up the dyed water into the

petals . Flower with shorter stem changes colours first because the dyed

water can go up to the petals faster.

32



Step 10: _

5. Read the following procedural text and work out the steps for making flower and leaves

bookmarks. Write 1-5 to show the steps of making the bookmark.

Students watched a video to learn ot et Howers e ot
to make a bookmark using leaves et e

Leaves and flowers

and flowers. -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vajruxEY5AM Flastie
4+  step
v o ok s s ’
inside the pages of a thick book for 3-4 days. i‘ ; i““'f"
“ Engaged students in an extended activity for
promoting the teaching of positive values and || wmees "
attitudes — Love and appreciate nature u



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vajruxEY5AM
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What benefits did blended learning bring to the students?
A

Attitude Skills Knowledge
v’ Love and v" Collaboration GS:
appreciate v Communication v Parts & functions of plants
nailire v’ Information RaC:
technology v' Reading skills (nonfiction)
v' Critical thinking v Procedural texts

Special thanks to: Holy Family Canossian School (Kowloon Tong)
Sr. Shiu Yuen Fun (Principal)
Ms. Joanna Cheung (English teacher)
Ms. Molly Liu (English teacher)
Ms. Iris Tang (English teacher)
Ms. Marina Cheng (English teacher)



Why
blended
learning?

Make learning experiences more
personal for students and better
meet their individual needs

Empower students to take more
ownership over their learning

Provide students with deep and
meaningful learning experiences

Offer immense opportunities for students
to achieve a balanced development



Consider your school context and
teacher and student readiness

Integrate different elements

Pointers on purposefully and strategically
adopting
a blended Be flexible in your planning and
. implementation
learning
approach Conduct holisfic curriculum planning

to maximise learning time

Leverage the experience gained and
sustain the change
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